ACAR ROAD TEST

FEW modern motoring enthusiasts
do much modification work them-=
selves, in these days when such a
wide range of goodies is offered in
convenient package form by tuning
shops In every centre — with results
reasonably guaranteed.

But as little as 10 or 15 years ago,
modification kits were almost un-
known, and men with a fecling
for machinery rolled up their sleeves
and experimented for themselves,
Many of them became national
heroes on race tracks in hairy, over-
powered specials which gave specta-
tors the kind of thrills which have
become rare in 2 more streamlined
age.

FARMER HOBEYIST

The spinit of the pioneers lingers
on. The tuning shops they inspired
have taken over and the standard of
car modification is sophisticated and
successful.

However, here and there are still
pure hobbyists who lovingly work on
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their own cars, and one such is Theo
Oosthuizen, 34-year-old bachelor
farmer from Prince Albert, Cape.
Car has moved with the times and
rarely features privately-modified
cars these days, but we were happy
to accept when Mr. Qosthuzen
called in to introduce us to his quite
exceptional Opel Rekord.

“SCRATCHING THE SURFACE”

Interested in cars since his youth
— “I have been tinkering with
them since I learnt to walk” — he
has developed a well-equipped work-
shop on the Oosthuizen sheep farm.
He also has a passion for the Opel
Bckord, and feels it is neglected
tuning-wise.

“I have used some Triumph TR3
spares and a few home-made parts,
with one or two purchases, and this
elementary tuning has produced
good results”, he told ws modestly,

“But this is just scratching the sur-
face — this hig, five-main-bearing
engine has lots of potential.”

OWN DESIGNS

Mr. Oosthuizen bought hizs P4
Rekord last year — it has now done
23,800 miles — and started modify-
g it at 7000, when he skisnmed
80 thou. off the eylinder head to
raise compression ratio o 8-4 1o 1,
approximately. This felt good, so in
stages he went further,

He had some Triumph TR3
spares lving around on the farm, so
he prepared a pair of SU carburet-
tors (*“3rill one of the best — that is
why Triumph, Volvo and BMC use

them,”) and made up balanced inlet
manifolds for them, having the weld-
ing done by a local engincering
wiorks,

Next came the exhaust side, and
here, too, he made up a free-flow
systern of his own design, without
tuned lengths, and had it welded up.

SOLID LIFTERS

He fitted a camshaft supplied by
Superformance, Johannesburg, and
to use the revs. which this made
available, converted from hydraulic
to solid valve lifters, and lightened
the flywheel by about 4 1b.

A free-flow silencer was made up
from an old TR3 unit, and final
stage was o drop the rear suspension
slightly to lower the centre of gravity,
and fit Goodyear (-B00 radial ply
tyres, using widerim wheels at rear
to make the tail stick better on dirt
roads.

The twin 5U's with
home-made oll im-
pregnated foam-filled
aircleaners, and
ownerdesigned mani-
folding.
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SPECIFICATIOMNS

He also fitted Koni shock absor-
bers, but said they made little
difference, and on the electrical side,
fitted one stage cooler plugs and a
standard Lucas coil (not sports) in
place of the standard Delco-Remy.

Quite incidentally, he had clutch
failure (all his pals insisted on trying
the car out, and were not wvery
gentle) so he replaced with a heavier-
sprung Chevelle unit, which takes
the extra power very well.

PERFORMANCE

The car goes to 6,000 r.p.m. casily,
but the engine peaks at about 5,600,
and this extra range has made it
slightly over-geared.

Using 5,600 on Test, we recorded
sparkling acceleration times (0-60 in
12 sec. flat is about the capability of
the 1:9-litre, o.h.c. TS model sold in
Germany) though the penality is
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loss of torque at lower speeds, as
reflected in the tables alongside.

Torque comes in with & whoosh at
about 3,000 r.p.m., but as the range
in the gears is so much greater (up to
75 in 3rd, for instance) % ing
performance is available at any

ECONOMY AND SPEED

This was a quick Test, so we did
not do fuel metering, but the owner
informs us that he is getting about
22 m.p.g. average, driving hard most
of the time. This is slightly better
than the economy in standard form,
using all the steam the engine puts
out.

We base a rather conservative
maximum speed of 101-5 on con-
firmed and calibrated rev.-counter
readings which he made on the open
road before the general speed limit

PERFORMANCE

came into force on January 1, at an
altitude of 2,000 ft.

Well set up under Test conditions
at sea level, there is little doubt that
the car’s ultimate could be im-
proved,

SUMMARY

With the improved roadholding
given it by small modifications and
the radial-ply tyres (Mr. Oosthuizen
says the G-800's are giving him the
best tyre mileage he has had so far,
though the tread blocks have develo-
ped chipped edges at 8,000 miles on

redominantly dirt roads) the disc-
Erakci:l Opel Rekord is safe and
satisfying to drive.

We congratulate an enterprising
private owner on some interesting
and well-balanced development
work, which has made him the proud

possessor of what is a quite singular
car. L
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